
Clim ateChangeExperienceofJaiR am ,Com m unity ofChristm em berinFiji
{S haredat2019 W orldConference;very lightly edited}

M y nam eisJaiR am . Iam from theFijiIslands. FijiIslandsarecom posedof300 islands,w ithtw om ajor
islands,Viti Levu and Vanua Levu.Iw anttosharethebadnew sfrom theFijiIslands. W earegood
peoplebutthew eatherisaffectingusbadly

N um beroneistheclim atechangeandtheissuesofthew eatherpatternchanging.

N um beronethatIw anttosharetoday isthereontheIslands,evenourFijigovernm enthasavery
specified budgettom ovevillagesfrom thedangerofrisingsealevel.Anditisdefinitely affectingour
country,andvillageaftervillage,w ithhundredsofFijianslivinginonevillage,or200,som eevenupto
500 stayinginthevillageandthey aresupposedtobem ovedintotheupperground.Andw henyou
m ovetotheupperground,theissuesofw ater,security com esintoplace,buildinghom es,roadw orks
andotheractivities.I’m talkingaboutexperience.I’m partofsom eorganisationinFiji,w herew ew ork
very hardtosupportourvillages.

Apartfrom that,som eofourgoodlandw hichw asundercultivationhasbeensw eptoutby salty w ater
from therisingsealevel.T hatiscausingagreatdisturbance.T hereisadistrictcalledN avua,inthatthe
oldseaw allarefallingbecauseofthew avesthatcom eand bangsonthew all,anditactually isdropping
alloftheseaw all.

Again,thegovernm entdoesnothavethem oney orresourcestousem illionsofdollarstorepair.W eare
lookingforinternationalassistancefrom theEU ,theAsianDevelopm entBanktogetthatw orkdone.
EvenasIspeak,rightinfrontofourP resident’shouse,orapalaceorm ansion-it’sabeautifulsetting
justnearthecity ofS uva,ourcapital.AndtheP arliam entHouseisnottoofaraw ay.O vertheretoo,the
sealevelisrising,andsupposeifthereisatsunam i,ourw holeoftheCapitalw illbesw ipedout.
T herefore,Godisblessingusthatw edon’thavetsunam isassuch.

O ntalkingaboutw eather,ourw holesystem ofagriculturehasbeendisturbed.Very quickly we may
have too much rain which will cause floods, and will also bring hurricanes and other activities there.
Therefore, what I'm saying here is that weather is definitely affecting us. So, these are some of the
experiences that I bring first-hand to this group. Thank you.


