SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR COLLEGE OR UNIVERISTY ABOUT FOSSIL FUEL INVESTING
President Name

President, Your University
City, State Zip

Re: Fossil Fuel Divestment

Dear President name:

As a graduate of school, I know firsthand the high quality of education provided to students.  I appreciate not only the education I received, but also the values that school instilled in me, a critical perspective on the world and a focus on social justice. I am also proud that the university has become a leader in sustainability and sought to involve students in decision-making.

Considering this leadership role, I find it contradictory that school invests its endowment, and therefore alumni donations, in the fossil fuel industry.  Extraction and consumption of fossil fuels pollute the natural environment, deteriorate health, and exacerbate climate change.  Though we all feel these impacts, they disproportionately affect poor communities and communities of color, many of which have been working against the fossil fuel industry for decades.

Unfortunately, efforts to transition away from fossil fuels have been hindered by the industry’s money, political connections, and tacit acceptance from institutions like ours. This is where school can play a role by publicly ending its investments in fossil fuels. A mass divestment movement can both harm these corporations’ bottom lines, and delegitimize them in the court of public opinion, aiding local communities' efforts to reclaim their land, health, and economies. Many leaders in the environmental community have joined students on more than 200 campuses across the country in calling for divestment. Students have already raised this issue on campus, giving school the opportunity to lead this blossoming movement.

Reliance on fossil fuels is an environmental and human rights crisis that demands bold action. I ask that school divest its endowment from the fossil fuel industry. 

Sincerely yours,

Class of 0000
SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR BANK ABOUT FOSSIL FUEL FINANCING
Manager Name

Your bank name

Address

City, State, Zip

Re: Go Fossil Free!

Dear manager name,

I am writing to urge bank name to take a stand and become a Fossil Free

Bank.

I am acutely aware of the role of the fossil fuel industry in causing the climate crisis.  I urge you to take meaningful action on climate change, and adopt a policy for your bank that cuts corporate ties with those most responsible for the climate crisis: oil, gas, and coal companies. 

I feel strongly about taking action on climate change.  It’s important that I have a bank that will ensure the money I save for my future is not put towards digging, drilling, or burning any new coal, oil, and gas.

Bank name does not have a sufficient policy to ensure my money will not be put towards fueling the climate crisis.  You need to take the lead and provide your clients with a Fossil Free banking option.

I look forward to hearing your response.

ANOTHER SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR BANK ABOUT FOSSIL FUEL FINANCING
Your bank name

Address

City, State, Zip

Re: Go Fossil Free!

Dear manager name or bank name

After (number) years as an account holder, I have closed my checking account / savings account / credit card with bank name.  

I am no longer going to be part of financial institutions that invest in fossil fuels or fossil fuel infrastructure while the need to move to renewable energy becomes increasingly dire each day. 

It is with a sense of pride in what our country and financial system can do, that I am now meeting my household’s banking needs a smaller community development bank /credit union that works to know me and my circumstances.

My new financial institution shares my values regarding funding of the fossil fuel industry and is dedicated to not supporting the continued degradation of our planet for short term profit at the expense of the wellbeing of our planet.  

In closing, there are steps that bank name could take to improve its impact on people and the planet, especially your role in financing the fossil fuel industry. I urge you to join other banks, investment firms, and corporations in:

* Adopting the principles in the Task Force on Climate-Related Financial Disclosures or the Platform for Carbon Accounting Financials to measure the carbon intensity of your loans and investment portfolio;

* Creating fossil-fuel-free banking products to meet consumer demand.

Thank you for considering these important and timely steps.

Sincerely yours,

Your Name and Contact information

SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR INSURER ABOUT FOSSIL FUEL FINANCING AND UNDERWRITING
Dear Madam/Sir:

As a consumer concerned by the economic, social, and environmental consequences of climate change, I’m reviewing my policies and contracts in order to minimize my emissions and seek out providers that best enable me to be a part of the solution to the crisis. 

This includes assessing any indirect financing one of the main drivers of climate

change - the fossil fuel sector.  

It has come to my attention that [INSURER] includes coal and/or tar sands in its investment portfolio and may provide underwriting to companies and projects engaged in coal or tar sands extraction or production. This means that my  premiums are being invested in companies that are fueling climate change, which runs counter to my desire to be part of the solution to the climate crisis.

As I review my policies and coverage, I strongly request that you address your

fossil fuel investments and underwriting, starting with companies and projects in the coal and tar sands industries. Burning coal is by far the single biggest source of carbon dioxide emissions compared to other fuels and has serious negative effects on public health.  Extracting tar sands is among the most carbon-intensive methods of producing oil and has serious impacts upon local Indigenous communities.

Other insurance carriers have adopted policies to exclude their investments and underwriting in the coal and tar sands sectors.  I look forward to [INSURER]’s efforts to this end and hope my relationship with [INSURER] can continue into the future.  

Sincerely,

Name

Policy Numbers

